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The Presidents Report

John Mennen

As this is my first presidents report I would like to start by congratulating our former president
Scott Dargan on an amazing job over the last three years in the role. Of course, Scott was a key
club member before that; as a committee member and Editor of the “The Fly Fisher” club
magazine, and as Vice President. Scott has provided inspiring leadership and has ensured the club
remains strong whilst building a great camaraderie amongst the membership. I hope to continue
the tradition of leading a club that provides a variety of experiences for its members in our chosen
pursuit with a fly rod in all its many forms; whether it’s in a lake, the sea, a river somewhere, or a
casting competition.
But it is more than that. Just read the back cover of The Flyer Fisher and note the membership
benefits and you can see that being a member of this great club provides much more. And then of
course, we have our library where you could spend years just learning all there is to know, or just
enjoy reading a good book or sit down to a video. But, one of the truly great benefits of being a
member of this club is the countless opportunities to fish with people who have learnt their craft,
mastered their technique and have a keen willingness to pass on their skill to others, whether it be
how to catch a fish, tie a fly, or hone your precision at casting in the casting pool.
At the annual general meeting, it was also a fantastic opportunity to see the recognition of some
outstanding club members. The President’s award went to Colin McMillan for his significant
contribution to the club. His work assisting Scott with the preparations of the 50 th Anniversary
filming and interviewing of the legends of the club was impressive. Les Pratt won the John Worrell
Award. Les has performed the role of Treasurer over the last few years and conducted himself
admirably and is just a genuinely decent guy and highly regarded member of the club. No doubt
these qualities inspired John in his wise choice. One of Scott’s final roles as president was granting
Life Membership to former President, Tony Hyatt, who was obviously genuinely surprised but well
deserving of the award. In my 10 years at the club, he has been arguably more involved in
everything the club does than anyone.
Yes, the club is in good shape and we now move into the next 50 years. It is difficult to imagine
what it will look like in another 50 years’ time. We don’t think change happens all that quickly, but
think back to 1967 (if you were born – I was five), we hadn’t landed on the moon yet. We still had
black and white TV. You, or your parents, may have had a telephone in the house; possibly had a
Super 8 camera to capture memories, but couldn’t contemplate a video camera, VHS recorder, or
compact disc, DVDs or memory sticks, and seat belts were an optional extra in some of the newer
cars. How many people had a boat? What is important is that no matter what changes will bestow
us in the future, that we continue to enjoy the wonderful magnificence of the great outdoors in this
glorious part of the world and enjoy the many opportunities to going fishin’.
Hope you enjoy reading this edition of The Fly Fisher. There are lots of activities to see out the year
and the opening of the rivers is almost upon us. With a bumper snow drop this August, there will
be plenty of cold water filling our mountain streams and hopefully we get some spring rains to top
up the lakes across the state.
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Calendar – Coming Events
August
Wed
Sun
Wed

2nd
6th
9th

Sat/Sun
Mon
Thu
Sat
Sun
Mon
Wed
Sun
Mon

12th/13th
14th
17th
19th
20th
21st
23rd
27th
28th

Committee Meeting 7.30pm
Casting Competition. Brunn Shield Round 4 at Southern Pool
Members Night. Speaker: Jon Clewlow talking on Midge and
Mudeye fishing
Casting Competition. Australian Championships at Southern Pool
Fly Tying Course 7.30pm at the clubrooms Leader: Ross Bailey
Fly Tying. Casual fly tying at the clubrooms 7.30pm
Casting Competition. Aust. Plug Champs. at Bullengarook Pool
Newlands Reservoir Trip. Leader: TBA
Fly Tying Course 7.30pm at the clubrooms Leader: Ross Bailey
Casting 6.30pm, General Meeting 7.30pm
Casting Competition. Turville Shield Accuracy at Yarra Bend Pool
Fly Tying Course 7.30pm at the clubrooms Leader: Ross Bailey

September
Fri/Sun
Mon
Wed
Wed
Sun
Thu
Thu
Wed

1st/3rd
4th
6th
13th
17th
21st
21st
27th

Opening Weekend Licola Trip. Leader: Peter Cairns
Fly Tying Course 7.30pm at the clubrooms Leader: Ross Bailey
Committee Meeting 7.30pm
Members Night. Speaker: Tonic Glasses
Rubicon River Trip. Leader: TBA
Rubicon River Trip. Leader: TBA
Fly Tying. Casual fly tying at the clubrooms 7.30pm
Casting 6.30pm, General Meeting 7.30pm

October
Sun
Thu
Sun

8th
19th
22nd

Marysville Golf Day. Leader: Ray Boast
Fly Tying. Casual fly tying at the clubrooms 7.30pm
Max Kepert Cup. Leader: Ray Boast

Sun
Fri/Sun
Fri/Sun
Sun-Sat

November
19th
17th – 19th
24th – 26th
26th – 2nd

Gerri Bolt/Tri Club Comp. Leader: John McIntyre
4WD Licola Trip. Leader: Peter Cairns
Big River Trip. Leader: Dean Gordon
Tassie Trip No. 1. Leader Tony Hyett

Sun-Sat
Sun

December
2nd – 9th
Tassie Trip No. 2. Leader Tony Hyett
th
10
SFFA Christmas Party
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Committee – Officers and Delegates 2017-18
President

John Mennen

president@southernflyfishers.org.au

0408 145 463

Treasurer

Ray Boast

treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au

0437 870 066

Peter Cairns

secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au

0413 420 044

Tony Hyett

trips@southernflyfishers.org.au

0418 173 869

Tom Galloway

casting@southernflyfishers.org.au

0438 461 353

Library &
Graeme Renfrey
ATF Delegate

library@southernflyfishers.org.au

0448 713 948

Webmaster

Phil Magness

webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au

0419 247 070

General
Committee

Dean Gordon

0408 549 005

General
Committee

Judie Cameron

0438 982 350

General
Committee

Bruce Quig

0402 141 460

General
Committee

Ross Bailey

0417 338 324

General
Committee

John McIntyre

0418 320 173

Secretary &
Combined
Clubs
Trip
Coordinator
& Licensee
Casting
Delegate
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CVFFC Update

Peter te Hennepe

The CVFFC held a meeting at YVFFC Lilydale on the 22nd July. The following details cover
some of the areas discussed: The President discussed the new VFA body. For further information please check the
link to VFA (Victorian Fishing Authority) web site. https://vfa.vic.gov.au The new
Authority replaces the Department of Fisheries and takes over that role.
 Travis Dowling requested comment from the CVFFC regarding the "Proposed Changes
to Salmonid Regulations by Fisheries Notice". Based on the responses from clubs and
delegates CVFFC informed Fisheries that we agreed with the proposed new
regulations.
 Impact of proposed Hydro scheme on the Rubicon River. Reference below:http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/can-local-hydro-get-the-green-light-in-victoria20170407-vg78v.html
Several members were concerned about the proposed hydro scheme planed for the
Rubicon River. At present the CVFFC does not support the Rubicon Hydro Scheme
until an Environmental Impact Study has been carried out and made available to our
members. ATF and NFA have carried out an onsite assessment with the applicant
(only verbal reports provided). CVFFC would appreciate it if interested clubs could do
their own research and provide information, for clubs to comment on.
 CVFFC is in the process of issuing appropriate guidelines on the use of Facebook and
Instagram posts. CVFFC is also seeking an interested delegate/member to manage
Facebook and Instagram.
 DRAFT proposal/suggestions will be provide on fly only waters, single hook or barbless
hook waters, catch and release only waters etc. for members to comments and
provide feedback.
 MTB proposed $20 million cover instead of $10 million. At present all clubs have $10
million cover. Fisheries (Stronger Fishing Club Defibrillator Program Stronger Fishing
Club Defibrillator Program) and Parks Victoria list a minimum of $20 million as
required cover. A motion was put forward that CVFFC adopt the $20 million cover.
 Wild Trout Conference proposed for 5th November at Mansfield. Save the date.
 CVFFC web site has been running for some time. http://www.cvffc.org.au/ Any
comments or feedback appreciated.
 Next meeting 28th October Saturday AGM Snobs Creek Eildon. All executive
positions will be vacated and positions open for election.
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VRFish Update

Peter te Hennepe

Since my last update, VRFish have been involved in the following items.
 Trout size limits and change of regulations. VRFish prepared a proposal to VFA with
comment on the survey results and a high level of support for the recommendations.
 Volunteers to help out at the VRFish Boat Show stand were requested. Doug Braham
(YVFFC/CVFFC) and Peter te Hennepe (SFFC/CVFFC) assisted on the stand.
 National Carp Action Plan. The intent by year end is to have approvals in place to
release the virus.
 VRFish has been requested by Fisheries Victoria (now the Victorian Fisheries
Authority) to provide comment on the continuation of the Fisheries Notices for trout
cod and Murray cod. The Fisheries Notices are business as usual with no changes
made to existing regulations, which include: A slot limit of 40-50 cm and bag limit of 1
for trout cod in Lake Sambell and Kerferd. A slot limit of 55-75cm and bag limit of 1 in
rivers and 2 in impoundments for Murray cod. Removal of the closed season for
Murray cod in Eildon. VRFish’s submission is consistent with previous submissions
made and provides support for most key elements. CVFFC wrote to VRFish in support
of the VFA proposal.
 CVFFC requested that discussion on the proposed development of hydro power
generation on the Rubicon River be included on the agenda of the next meeting on
the 12th August.
Note these are only some of the topics discussed.
All items may not be specifically applicable to fly fishing but were included for general
interest. The items which were applicable were forwarded to the SFF secretary for action if
required.
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Moorabool Reservoir Trip

Tony Hyett

A group of about 12 Southern members gathered together at this picturesque reservoir last
month to entertain themselves for the day. Well it was good that we could because the
fishing was quite tough, only about eight fish caught. Myself, well I blanked not a touch very
unusual.
The weather was cold not much wind, just a ripple on the water. There were a few fish
sighted moving and I mean a few. Ray Goddard caught a nice one and a half pounder
exactly where I instructed Frankie blue suite to fish earlier, amongst the fallen trees.
The wall section of this reservoir is quite deep but most of this impoundment is quite
shallow enabling a wade out from most banks to over 200 mts. The water condition was
good but a little cloudy, making it tough for sight fishing.
Ross Bailey stayed till just before dark experiencing a midge hatch with a few fish feeding
but was unable to snare any more than the two he caught earlier in the day, still a good
catch rate. Midge feeders, the fish not our members, are very hard to catch requiring a
certain style of fishing coupled with the correct flies and retrieve but can be worth the wait
till just before sun set and into the dark with big fish coming in to feed on these tiny insects
Wet flies were the go for the day with plenty of tough flogging and patience required to try
and hook up. This reservoir has been fishing very well for some time with past info from fly
fisherman outside Southern catching a number of three pounders and up. I feel the low
water level pushed the fish into the deeper water.
This water way is worth visiting often a great fishery.
Good turn up by our members it makes the organising worthwhile.
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Tranquil Waters Trip (Flowerdale)

Tony Hyett

Just another well attended trip from Southern Fly Fishers with 20 members turning up to
have a crack at this very beautiful group of about 16 waters.
Brad, an extremely pleasant fly fisherman has, after buying the fishery, done a massive
amount of work to bring this venue up to the great standard it is. Accommodation cabins
very clean toilets and groomed grass ways around dams to make ex
access easy. He informed me that he is installing a bore pump to take water up to the top
dam that will allow a consistent water flow through channels linking the dams all the way to
the bottom dam. This will enable fish to spawn, water to be better oxygenated and better
quality fish. These dams do have a water flow from an above valley creek with consistent
rain and the pump moving water in dry times.
Twenty spectacular members turned up, they just kept coming. With plenty of bank area
and dams to fish our members were far from tripping over each other. Rainbows, browns
and golden trout were caught but not as many as we had hoped. There were a few large fish
dropped unfortunately and only about 25 fish released for the day.
Flies used were mainly wets stripped at different rates. The deeper the better seemed to
be the best way to pick up the fish. Some of these dams are quite small being gravel pits
that made them quite deep.
Cold, first thing in the morning made it quite difficult to use the dunnies for about an hour
till it thawed out. We were all running around holding the front of our pants.
Great day had by all
The big bottom dam holds a number of different species of fish including large yellow belly,
trout and a few one metre Cod all of which we had trouble catching.
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“Charles Bradley” Flies for Sale
You may have noticed the new fly boxes on top of the fridge in the clubrooms? Fly boxes is a
bit of an understatement, you will understand if you have seen them recently. These new
display cabinets contain a vast array of flies that the club managed to secure at a
preferential rate.
The usual donated flies will also be located in these display cabinets, so will still be able to
get yourself a genuine Max Kepert fly.
The flies are for sale at a price of $1.50 each. Please see Steven Clements or Paul Harris for
payment on the night.

Regular Fly Tying Group
The regular fly tying group meets on the third Thursday of the month.
The intent is for those who are interested in meeting regularly to tie flies, learn from others,
demonstrate a new pattern or simply talk fly tying. Note that the club will not be supplying
any materials; it is the responsibility of people attending to bring along all they need,
although the clubs vices will be available for use.
For further information please contact Paul Harris on 0412 774 123.

10% Discount
for Members
Visit the Bentleigh Fly Fishing Store to
receive some great advice and a 10%
discount for SFF members.
Address:
489 South Road
Bentleigh VIC 3204
Phone: (03) 9532 1583
Trading Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-3.00pm
Closed for fishing!
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Casting
General casting practice sessions are held each second and fourth Wednesday from 6.30 to
7.30, under floodlights, (weather permitting). Come and learn from the experts, improve
your accuracy and method.
Anyone wishing to take part in or learn more about the competition casting is encouraged to
contact our ACF delegate Tom Galloway on 0438 461 353. Otherwise the competition
casting practice sessions are on Tuesday nights at 7.00 pm, run by Bruce Ratcliffe, so if you
are interested in competition casting please come along, have some fun and develop your
casting skills.
Date

Activity

Host Club

Venue

Location

Time

12 August 2017

Australian Fly Casting Championships (Distance)

Southern FF

Southern Pool

Highett

9.30 am

13 August 2017

Australian Fly Casting Championships (Accuracy)

Southern FF

Southern Pool

Highett

9.30 am

19 August 2017

Australian Plug Casting Championships

ACF

Bullengarook

27 August 2017

Turville Shield Accuracy Teams Event

Red Tag FFC

Yarra Bend Pool

Casting Results

9.30 am
Fairfield

9.30 am

John McIntyre

DRY FLY

ACA SKISH

ICF SKISH

WET FLY

1ST LETH ANDROPOV 46 PTS
2ND RICHARD SCRIVENS 45 PTS
PHIL MATTHEWS
MARK CUTHBERT
3RD JOHN WATERS 43 PTS
TOM GALLOWAY
H/C TOM GALLOWAY

1ST MARK CUTHBERT 97 PTS
2ND AJ 96 PTS
3RD PHIL MATTHEWS 91 PTS

1ST AJ 98 PTS
2ND LETH ANDROPOV 96 PTS
3RD MARK CUTHBERT 94 PTS

1ST AJ 44 PTS
2ND MARK CUTHBERT 43 PTS
3RD BILL JONES 41 PTS

H/C TONY HYETT

H/C PHIL SMITH

H/C BRETT JONES

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS
1ST MARK CUTHBERT 279 PTS
2ND AJ 273 PTS
3RD LETH ANDROPOV 265 PTS
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General Meeting Minutes
DATE:
MEMBERS PRESENT:

2nd August 2017

Wednesday 2nd August 2017
Tom Galloway, Graeme Renfrey, Dean Gordon, Judy Cameron, Tony
Hyett, Ray Boast, Peter Cairns, John Mennen, Bruce Quig
John Mennen
Ross Bailey

CHAIRMAN:
APOLOGIES:
MINUTES:
BUSINESS ARISING out of MINUTES:
Moved :
Tony Hyett
Seconded : Tom Galloway
CORRESPONDENCE IN:
Bill Jeans confirming Speaker
CVFFC Minutes
Greenwells Fly Fishing Club’s Tippet Topics – July 17
Rise Film Festival Sept 17
Thank you from Kristina Sambell
CORRESPONDENCE OUT:
Fisheries Victoria letter confirming SFFA 28cm size limit
Moved : Tony Hyett
Seconded : Tom Galloway
DELEGATES REPORT:
CVFFC:
Insurance update new cost per person $10.00 effective March 18.
Agreed to wait till March for increase
Fisheries Victoria Authority change name & structure – now statutory
body
Rubicon Update – waiting on environmental impact study
ATF:
need Erhan Update
ACF.
Refer Business Arising
Combined Clubs. John McIntyre joined
Fly Fisher.
Ray Boast conduit
Library.
Graeme Renfrey, Bill Jeans assistant
Web
Phil Magness webmaster
NEW MEMBERS NOMINATION:
Monica White
Leonie Wells
Janet May
Moved:
Judy Cameron
Seconded: Bruce Quig
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GENERAL BUSINESS:
Business Arising:
ACF Issue TG
TG gave a summary of the current ACF matter – no action required by SFFA
Need clarity around insurance matter – Bloomfield Mackenzie Taylor
Action : Peter Cairns
CVFFC – new executive team and all correspondence
Action : Peter Cairns
Erhan Cinar – ATF Update
Action : Peter Cairns
Social Strategy Discussion
Action : September Meeting
NEW BUSINESS:
 Fly Tying Course DG
Delay to early next year
 Assign Tasks
o Librarian
Bill Jeans happy to be assistant
o Maintenance
Tom G
o Trip Co-Ordinator
Tony Hyett
o Welfare Officer
Feed through to JM
o Delegate Organiser
PC to organise,
o Speakers
Ross Bailey/John McIntyre
 FY18 Budget
Action : Ray Boast to distribute for discussion next meeting
 Open Day for Scouts JMc
Action : Deferred
 Aust Casting Championship Aug 12/13 JMc
Action : email to go out asking for BBQ volunteers
 Infrastructure
DG
Action : Deferred
 Peter West Casting for Recovery/Project Healing Waters
Action : Deferred
SPEAKERS
August
John Clelow
September
Doug Phillips
Tonic Eyewear
John McIntyre to approach :
1. Prof Paul Boon
2. Mike Burgess
VR Fish
3. Fly Finz – to source for speakers
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Accommodation Offers

Myrica Cottage at Bellbrae
Myrica Cottage, self-contained with beautiful décor and all
amenities, is located in Bellbrae, Victoria 5.5 km from Anglesea.
Solar powered, environmentally friendly and accommodating up
to five people, it has two bedrooms, a superb lounge and dining
area, self-equipped kitchen and bathroom.
With abundant Australian wildlife, a private fly fishery (catch-andrelease only) and walks on over 200 acres of natural bushland it is perfect for fly fishermen,
birdwatchers, bushwalkers, bike riders, photographers, nature lovers, horse riders (own
horses) and international guests. For hire to those who are willing to share with the native
flora and fauna by leaving the pristine premises as found, with kangaroos on site and a
spectacular wedge-tailed eagle’s nest. Tariff $300 per weekend (Please confirm). For
information call Allan Roberts on 0412 560 452.
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Membership Nomination Form
Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc.
PO Box 388 Moorabbin 3192

Nomination Date: ___/___/______
Nominee’s Name: _____________________________ Signature: ___________________
Address:_________________________________________________ Postcode:________
Phone Contact(s) Home: ________________________ Mobile: _____________________
Email (Please Print): ___________________________
Occupation: __________________________________
Proposer: ____________________________________ Signature: ___________________
Seconder: ___________________________________ Signature: ___________________
** Membership category and applicable fee for 2017-2018
Cat
**
M
P
C
J
S
CT
F
L

Membership Types
Member
Members spouse/Partner
Concession
(Note 1)
Junior (under 18 yrs)
FT student (under 25 yrs)
Country
(Note 2)
Family Special (Note 3)
Life Member

Existing Members
New Members Joining (pro rata)
Annual
Ins per
Total p.a. Jul-Sept Oct-Dec Jan-Mar Apr-Jun
Subs+
person
$80
$10
$90
$90
$70
$50
$30
$40
$10
$50
$50
$40
$30
$20
$60
$10
$70
$70
$55
$40
$25
$40
$10
$50
$50
$40
$30
$20
$50
$10
$60
$60
$48
$35
$23
$50
$10
$60
$60
$48
$35
$23
$120
$10
$120*
$120*
$100*
$70*
$40*
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders
Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club
Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person)
Cheques should be made payable to Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc. or alternatively direct to:
SOUTHERN FLY FISHERS bank account BSB 063-118, Account No 1000-6744. (Include name as reference)
Club Use Only
Membership Category Code **
Date Submitted to Committee:
Approved by Committee:
Applicable Fee Paid:
Notify:

Secretary

___/___/______
Yes / No
Yes / No
Communications

Treasurer

Register Number ..................

*** Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc. ***
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We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support
members in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social
camaraderie.
Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the
Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool
located in Highett Reserve,
Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9
(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road)
Membership Benefits:
- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition
- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes
- Streamcraft & fly fishing techniques
- Monthly fly fishing discussion group
- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips
- Regular newsletter

- Competitive casting & fishing events
- Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets.
- Specialist guest speakers
- Regular day & weekend fishing trips
- Saltwater fly fishing activities
- Public liability insurance for club activities

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au
Website:

southernflyfishers.org.au

“The Fly Fisher”
If undeliverable return to:
The Southern Fly Fishers
PO Box 388
MOORABBIN VIC 3192
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